My Fulbright Year in England
I had the fabulous experience of a Fulbright award to the United Kingdom back in the mid-90’s,
and it was a life-changing experience for me!
I applied for a one-year teaching exchange as part of the US Fulbright program. I was accepted
to teach law and business courses at a college near Southampton, on the Southern coast of
England. Brockenhurst College is located in the middle of the “New Forest” which is an area
somewhat comparable to our National Parks, complete with wild ponies meandering through
the forest and villages. I lived in the nearby town of Christchurch (right on the English Channel,
midway between the cities of Southampton and Bournemouth).
I had students from all over the world in my classes. As part of the European Union, the UK
welcomes students from many of the EU countries, and UK Commonwealth countries. Even
amongst the students who spoke English as their first language, there were an amazing number
of accents and “dialects” to try to understand!
I got to learn about – and teach – the British and EU legal systems, and EU business practices, to
students from all around the world. That broadened my understanding of how our US legal
and business systems compare to other systems in the world. That alone has helped me be a
much more knowledgeable instructor here at NSCC!
One thing that is sometimes skipped over in the Fulbright announcements is how much effort
the Fulbright Commission makes, in each country, to help the faculty acclimate to the host
country, and the social opportunities that are sponsored. In many locations, just the
“Fulbright” name alone is a magnet for making connections! In London, we were hosted by the
US Ambassador to England; we were invited to a “palace tea” with Princess Margaret; we were
invited to performances of the Royal Shakespeare Company at Stratford-on-Avon; and each
month we had get-togethers with current “Fulbrighters” and Fulbright alumni from around the
world.
In addition to having the opportunity to live and travel in the UK, it was also very easy to pop on
across the English Channel for weekend visits to France, Belgium, Holland, etc. Although I had
traveled through Europe several times before this Fulbright year, getting the opportunity to
actually live in a different culture for a year made an amazing difference in my understanding of
both the UK and other European cultures.
I strongly encourage you to take the time to explore these wonderful opportunities!
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